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1 John 3:1-10

How limited we are in thinking that childhood pertains only to a certain age bracket.
John reminds us that we are all children?children of God! This is true right now, this
very moment, whether we are 6 or 60. To grasp and understand this is to begin to
have a childlike faith in our heavenly Father.

To begin to see things in a heavenly perspective, instead of an earthly one, we must
identify ourselves with this heavenly Father. The promise is for us that we will be like
him! Just like a little boy emulates his earthly father, walking like him, talking like
him, taking on his mannerisms, so we should become like our heavenly Father:
acting and living in love, compassion, faithfulness, gentleness, kindness, etc.

John reminds us that the cost of all this is giving up our sin, our selfish will. When
we do, we find wholeness leading to holiness as we are forgiven and filled with the
power of the Holy Spirit. Living in us, he helps us, guiding and teaching us what it is
to live a holy life in relationship with a holy God.
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