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Why are we always so worried about position and power? Even the disciples
struggled with this and Jesus teaches them very clearly that his kingdom is not
about honor but humility.

Children were considered only slightly better than slaves in the social context of
Jesus' day. Yes, they were enjoyed and loved by their parents, but they held no
social position or power. When Jesus uses them as an example of the attitude of
kingdom citizens, he emphasizes their worth and their witness. His disciples must
be as humble as children and they must never underestimate or devalue the "little
ones."

To treat children with contempt or to harm them brings God's wrath. His judgment is
severe for they are precious to the Father. The example of the millstone (huge and
incredibly heavy) around the neck emphasizes the seriousness of the issue for
Jesus.

We are the children of God, no matter our age. We are precious to him and we must
never devalue or harm one another. Neither should we elevate ourselves above
others.
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