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John 15:1-10

Each year as winter draws to a close, it is time to prune all that which bears fruit and flowers. The
gardener looks closely at the bush. Which vines look healthy? Which vines have died? Which vines are
growing too close to other vines? How can the gardener help the new branches flourish? What matters
most is that the branches remain connected to the vine.

Jesus said, I am the vine. All of it. Our calling as disciples of Jesus is to remain in Jesus, to abide in
His love, to center ourselves in Jesus’ mission. The purpose of our lives is not to produce fruit, but to
remain in Jesus, the true vine. As we remain in Jesus, we will bear fruit, but that is not our mission, our
focus.

We are not meant to live out our calling alone. We are a body; we need each other. Living in
relationship with the Body of Christ and remaining connected to Jesus, gives life not just for ourselves
but for all.
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