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Revelation 3:14-22

Discipline is difficult. It’s painful. It’s embarrassing. If we are being disciplined we have been caught,
found out, and called to account for the pain we have caused ourselves and others. We like to think
that we are beyond discipline, or that we can out-run the consequences created by our actions. We
want others to believe that we have everything together and that God would be making better use of
his time by focusing on someone else.

Discipline, correction and rebuke are a vital part of the Christian life. As a person moves through life,
they are formed, molded and shaped by the people around them. They accumulate, like clothes, the
patterns, behaviors and beliefs of others. While some of these actions are healthy, however, many of
these patterns are broken and in need of repair or removal.

If we are to be like Christ, we must be willing to do the hard work of self-reflection, and self-reflection is
spurred on through the catalyst of the Holy Spirit’s loving rebuke.
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