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John 2:13-25

A significant theme in the story of â??The Cleansing of the Templeâ?• in John 2 is remembering. Both
in verses 17 and 22 we are told specifically that the memories of the disciples are being prompted. It
isnâ??t surprising that the vision of their passionate, even aggressive, Lord purifying His Fatherâ??s
house would be memorable.

As we dig more deeply, the discipleâ??s memories help the reader interpret the events. Specifically,
â??His disciples remembered that it is written: â??Zeal for your house will consume meâ??â?• (John
2:17). The disciples remembered Psalm 69, one of the most quoted of the Psalms in the New
Testament, which also provides context.

The Psalm paints a stark light-and-shadow image of God-on-earth. The pure Messiah cleansing a
defiled temple, the loving Lord hated (Psalm 69:4), the sinless Savior scorned (Psalm 69:7), the
majestic Messiah mocked (Psalm 69:12), etc. On earth in AD 30, the Lord is in a place that doesnâ??t
do Him justice, quite literally. He is a stranger.

Why did He come then? He came in pursuit of His people, plain and simple.
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