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No matter what nation we call home, we may have personally experienced the vast
difference between a righteous leader and the rule of the ungodly. Throughout
history, when the ungodly gain power, people suffer and are oppressed. There is no
way around it: we are subject to the scrutiny of others regardless of whether we
agree with their judgment. Our lives are layered with various levels of authority.
Beginning at birth, we are subject to the decisions of our first ruling authority:
parents. Pity the poor child born to a parent on a power trip! On the other hand,
blessed is the child whose parents love the Lord.

Every one of us stands in some level or position of authority. You exercise the ability
to shape and mold history through the people you've been entrusted to lead.

How do you rule within your realm of influence: with an iron fist or a surrendered
heart? The best litmus test of leadership is exhibited in those we lead. Let us lead
as Jesus, whose followers become "oaks of righteousness . . . for the display of his
splendor." (Isaiah 61:3).
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