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2 Corinthians 7:2-7

An evangelist told his audience that “. . . Christians were to be Christ’s reputation.” That's an awesome
responsibility. Paul could well have preached that message to the Corinthian congregation, for,
according to 2 Corinthians 7, some of them apparently still harbored some resentment toward him. And
he couldn’t abide the thought that there were some deep emotional wounds needing to be healed. So
he took the high road of compassion and comfort which he knew Christ would want of both himself and
of them.

Christlike relationships are vital to the community health and wholeness. Though quite different from
the circumstances Paul and the Corinthian congregation were experiencing, the Amish community of
West Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania astounded the world on October 2, 2006 when Charles Roberts
charged into the Amish one-room school house and shot ten girls (aged 6-13), killing five of them
before he killed himself. Just hours after the shooting, the Amish community began offering forgiveness
to the family of Roberts. Wouldn't you say that was living out the reputation of Christ?
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