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Luke 7:11-17

Psychologists report one of the key ingredients for children to thrive and develop is the security of
knowing they are loved. Each one of us possesses a deep longing to be loved that is best
demonstrated by a compassionate heart. The very nature of Christ is love, and the result of a sanctified
heart is pure love.

Compassion is understood as feeling for those less fortunate. Jesus went where the needs were.
“Jesus went to a town called Nain” (v. 11). On the way, he came upon a funeral procession. He saw a
mother who had no one–no husband and no other sons. She had no one to support and love her as a
son would. Jesus saw her tears, heard her sobs, and “his heart went out to her” (v. 13). Jesus’
compassion moved him to do what he alone could do.

We must actively practice compassion and go where the needs are. Then our hearts will go out to
them.
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