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Hosea 14:1-9

What does it mean to love someone freely? Does it mean they deserve it? No. It is
unconditional. Parents love their children freely and as a parent loves us, so does
God. We have not done anything to deserve that free love from God. He gave it to
us through His Son.

We use the word "love" very often. I "love" chocolate cake or I "love" that car. But
what does it mean to really "love" God? As believers, we are called to love God by
obeying His Word, spending time in prayer and in the study of His Word, and being
a witness for Him.

When we look at Hosea 14:24 and reflect on it, I can see God's benevolence toward
us. He cares about us, He's there for us, He's waiting with open arms, and He does
not hold our stubbornness or hard-heartedness against us.

Deuteronomy 6:5 says: "Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength." God wants us to love Him with our whole
being. It means everything we have, all that we are.
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