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It is easy to become confused by the thought of "fearing" God. Now, the people
gathered at the foot of Sinai had witnessed the plagues, had crossed the Red Sea,
had been given sweet water for bitter, manna, quail, and water from a rock?they
knew the power of God. They were aware of his presence in the cloud of fire and
smoke. They heard the thunder of his voice and trembled before him. We could
judge them for being scared after they had been so blessed; it must have been an
awesome experience to realize the power and presence of God and realize how
small and weak you truly are.

Moses tries to help teach them to distinguish between a healthy reverence for God
that will keep them pure and an unreasonable fear that would tempt them to not
even approach him. This all hinges on our understanding of who God is. If we see
him as harsh and frightening, we will try to escape him. If we see him as powerful
yet loving in his provision, protection and power, we will draw near to him in
reverence and awe. This awareness and understanding of God leads us to true
worship.
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