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Today's news is rarely good; wars, famine, earthquakes, storms, disease. In their
distress, people call out to God and to some, it seems as though God is not paying
attention.

In today's scripture, it was the Lord who was trying to get Samuel's attention. Three
times Samuel heard his name but didn't understand the source of the voice. It was
only after receiving some instruction from Eli that Samuel was able to respond to the
Lord. Then, when the Lord called on him the fourth time around, Samuel was ready
to listen and received the message from God.

Many times we long for God to speak. We want God to respond to our situation. We
want God to answer us. But maybe the problem isn't with God; maybe the problem
is with ourselves.

In Ezekiel 12:2b, God complained that these people have "ears to hear but do not
hear." We need to have ears to hear and then maybe we will hear and understand
what the Lord has to say.
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