04/23/12 - We Had Hope

RG AUDIO 0423121 uke 24:36-49

Jesus is never past tense. He is the ever living, ever loving, always interceding Son
of God. He lives by the power of God. He was, and is, and is to come.

Two of Jesus' disciples did not yet have the kind of faith in Christ that would keep
their hope in the present tense. When an unidentified stranger joined them and
asked what was wrong, "They stood still, their faces downcast" (Luke 24:17).

The stranger was Jesus, but they did not recognize him. They opened their hearts to
him about their pain. They told him of "Jesus of Nazareth . . . powerful in word and
deed before God" (Luke 24:19). Jealous rulers had crucified him. They said, "[W]e
had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel” (Luke 24:21).

Maybe your hope has been smashed. Heartaches and heartbreaks are all around
us. But we can open our hearts to him about our pain. Jesus lives. Call on him and
hope will return.
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